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Course Description:

The term “human rights” tends to be employed as if we all agree on its meaning; it is a concept often wielded but rarely defined.  Because of its uses and abuses (historic and current), it is a term that is ripe for manipulation.  This course will provide a thorough background for understanding how “human rights” can be used as an objective conceptual framework regardless of one’s political or social persuasions.

Course Rationale:

As we struggle to understand how the society around us changes, we need also to understand the terms, phrases, values, and ethics that underlie them; the “human rights” rationale is often used as a justification for certain acts, therefore it is imperative that we understand its logic. The main focus of this class is to look at how events become human rights “issues.” Throughout the course we will look at various situations that created the rise of what we now call “human rights doctrine,” beginning with sea piracy, continuing with the atrocities of World War II, and ending with the current debates surrounding issues of security versus torture.  In this course we will explore how the rhetoric of human rights is utilized to frame legal discussions, to create “sides” in political power struggles, and to implement policy.  By means of these investigations, students will be encouraged to form their own reasoned responses to such issues. By learning how to employ such rhetoric, students will be in a better position to either utilize or counter justifications made in under the mantra of human rights.
General Education:

This course bears General Education credit for Social Sciences. By taking this course you will complete three (3) of the forty-eight (48) hours of General Education credits required for student graduation from Columbia College.  In addition, the course will assist you in achieving two of the fifteen outcomes that are the basis of the General Education program.  The specific outcomes to be realized through completion of this course are:

a. Students should understand human behavior, contemporary social issues, and the functions of social institutions;

b. Students should develop an understanding of, and appreciation for, cultural diversity as a way of expanding their view of their own and other cultures.

Course Objectives:
- To examine some of the ways the term “human rights” is used.

- To better understand the ways official and legal rhetoric is implemented.

- To use critical thinking in exploring historical and contemporary case studies.

- To utilize creative mediums and persuasive writing in the human rights field

- To investigate how human rights vary at different times and in different places.

- To create a human rights campaign

Prerequisites: Comp I or Comp II
Required Texts (available at the book store):

· Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Cornell, 1998

· Marrus, The Nuremburg War Crimes Trials, Bedford St. Thomas, 1997
· Lukes, Power: A Radical View, Palgrave Macmillan, 1974 (you do not need to purchase – copies will be provided)
Excerpts from the following works and/or articles will be made available:

· AIUSA, “Killer Waffle Irons: Guerilla Messaging for Successful Human Rights Media Strategies,” 2004

· Chandhoke, “What the hell is ‘civil society,’” www.opendemocracy.net

· Facing History in Ourselves, “Crimes Against Humanity and Civilization: The Genocide of the Armenians,” 2004
· Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, Cornell 1983
· Ignatieff, “The Stories We Tell: Television and Humanitarian Aid”

· Samuels, “At Play in the Fields of Oppression,” Harpers, 1995

· Sontag, “Regarding the Torture of Others,” New York Times May 23, 2004

· Steiner and Alston International Human Rights in Context, Oxford, 2000

· Various articles from the New York Times, the Washington Post, AIUSA and HRW
Academic Integrity:

Columbia College Chicago prohibits the following conduct: all forms of academic dishonesty including cheating, plagiarism, knowingly furnishing false information to the college, forgery, alteration, or fraudulent use of college documents, instruments, or identification.

Attendance Policy:

Attendance at all classes and sections, including all films and guest lectures, is mandatory.  Students are expected to attend all classes and read the assignments so as to be prepared for class discussion.  Experience shows that there is a direct relation between attendance and performance in the course.  If you have more than three absences, excused or unexcused, your grade will be severely affected. An excused absence means you contact the instructor, me, prior to your absence (barring an emergency and then you contact me as soon as possible) and I confirm your absence. You can reach me via email or phone. You are responsible for any class work or homework we go over/is due during your absence.
Participation:

Active involvement in this course is imperative.  We will be discussing many volatile issues, and it is vital that students do the assigned readings before the class, as well as be prepared to talk intelligently about it with others. 

Syllabus is subject to change on based on the needs of the class and the assessment of the instructor.

Grading:

· Attendance and participation are essential to this course.
Up to 40 points total possible.
· We will be making use of group email a lot in this class.  Students will be responsible posting one question, with ideas for possible answers, each week (for ten weeks) by noon the day before the class.  Possible topics for questions will be discussed in class. 
Up to 3 points each question: 30 points total possible
· Three short (2 –3 pages) reading response papers are required – one for each theme: historical, legal, and presentation of information. 
Up to 20 points each paper: 60 points total possible
· There will be a quiz to assess the student’s upkeep with the reading and understanding of vocabulary and conceptual terms.

20 points possible
· There is a midterm for this class to be turned in at the sixth week. The midterm can either be a traditional “test” or a rough draft articulating the guiding vision for the final presentation discussed below. This can be done in the form of a research paper, a script, or artistic medium but it must be in preparation for the final project and, regardless of medium there will be a written informal project proposal to accompany the draft. You will be required to meet with me by the third week to determine your topic.

Up to 50 points total possible

· The course also requires a final project. 
- At the beginning of the class we will draw up a list of Human Rights (HR) issues. Unless other wise agreed upon, people will work in pairs.. Their is to create a “campaign” about their human rights issue with outreach materials including, but not limited to: TV spots, posters, letters to the editor, press releases and brochures. You are responsible for convincing us, your class, that your issue is a human rights issue. You are also responsible for providing a rebuttal thus arguing that the issue is political/social/cultural, rather than a human rights issue. These campaigns will be presented to the class during the 13th and 14th week. Groups will be judged on the depth of their research regarding the issue, the creativity in presenting the issue, the use of HR law and the persuasiveness of argument.


Up to 100 points total possible

Total possible points for course = 300 
A = min. 270 points

B = min. 240 points

C = min  210 points

D = min 180 points

Anything below 180 is failing

Up to 20 points extra credit is available and up to the discretion of the instructor.

Syllabus

January 23
INTRODUCTION –Go over syllabus; explain logistics of coursework
· Explain focus of the class 

· Students share reasons for taking course

· “Human Rights Squares”

· General discussion

HOMEWORK: 

· Send three human rights issues you are most concerned about to instructor.

· Human Rights Temperature of your School
January 30
HUMAN RIGHTS RHETORIC AND DISCOURSE 

· Go over human rights temp of school

· How HR discourse is framed in media, law, academia

· Go over list of HR abuses – where do they take place? Who/what is the “perpetrator”

· “Women’s Rights are Human Rights Too”

· Go over where HR is protected in the US – the limitations of that protection (citizenship, no ESCR etc.)

· introduce Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

· Do exercise comparing the Constitution with the UDHR

· Show “Rights for All”
HOMEWORK:
· read “Introduction to HR Issues and Discourse” (pg 3- 19) some of the current issues/articles and “Rights, Duties and Cultural Relativism (pg 323-365)

· Read the Full UDHR

February 6
THE ORIGIN OF THE CONCEPT “HUMAN RIGHTS”/THE ROLE OF LAW
· Go over any questions from reading

· Go over the class list of HR issues – see similarities – how are they UNCONCIOUSLY framing HR

· Explore differences between “what should be” and “what is” and the role of law

· Go over final project

· What theorists and assumptions were brought up in the idea of rights?  What is the role of the individual? The role of society? The role of law? What INFERENCES are made? Break into three groups:

· Role of individual - Go over Pannikar, “Is the Notion of HR a Western Concept?” (Steiner and Alston: 383-389)

· Role of society – Introduction to Amnesty International (AI) website and Human Rights Watch

· Role of law – An-na’im (in Steiner and Alston pg 426-428) and intro to chapter 2 (Steiner and Alston 56-58)

      
HOMEWORK: 

· Read the writings that were NOT assigned to your group, PLUS pg 575-591 in Steiner and Alston 

· Read Gellner (introduction and conclusion)

· Meet with me about your campaign topic!
February 13
THE NOTION OF SOVEREIGNTY

· Questions
· Deconstructing the concept of state/nation – FEIFDOM/MONARCHS and the rise of states (Gellner – prince theory)
· Role of law in sovereignty

· Video on Armenian Genocide

 
HOMEWORK: 

· write a response paper regarding your conceptualization of human rights. Concentrate on the philosophical aspect rather than on examples. How would you respond to the accusation that human rights is a western concept? Where is the role of the individual? The state? The society? Within the human rights concept. Cite references from the course.
· Read Chapter 4 and 6 of Armenian Genocide

· Read preface and introduction to The Nuremberg War Crimes Trial (Marrus)

February 20
CASE STUDY: NUREMBURG

· questions

· Briefly go over piracy/maritime law. Introduce the League of Nations. 

· Problems with sovereignty – Armenian Genocide/Holocaust – why it was a difficult case to make on HR terms. New definition: crimes against peace, crimes against war, crimes against humanity

· Draft lists of what they would consider a crime against peace, against war, against humanity. 

HOMEWORK:

· 149-216 Marrus
· Continue reading about the Armenian Genocide

· Draft questions for guest speaker

February 27
THE EVOLUTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAW 

· Questions

· Go over questions brought up in Nuremburg. Make parallels today to Guantanemo today – role of law/sovereignty
· Guest lecture by lawyer/academic (Bekker) to explain the three sections of the Nuremburg tribunal focusing on crimes against humanity

· Explain the rise of the United Nations (UN)  as means of creating an international norm and enforcement

HOMEWORK:

· read the ICPRR and IESCR, pg 592-610 and ONE of the case studies from 611-646

March 6
THE PRACTICE OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

· Questions

· Going over all the conventions: signing, ratification, submitting reports

· Break students into groups, each group gets a convention (six groups). Go over what the main points of the convention are. How is it enforced? How is it monitored? Who are the “actors” in the convention: perpetrators, protectors, victims? Why would a country ratify? Why wouldn’t a country ratify? (use US as an example)

· Go over list of countries and ratification.

HOMEWORK:

· Write a response paper regarding the rise of human rights law. Why was it seen as necessary? What gaps are there in this method? Who fills the gap? Where should the UN commissions get the information from? 

· Read the other conventions that you did not go over in your group

· Study for quiz!
· Read Keck and Sikkink 1- 38

March 13
THE ROLE OF NON-STATE ACTORS

· Questions

· Quiz

· Intro to Boomerang Theory

· Show “Women’s Rights are Human Rights”

· Last minute questions regarding midterm

HOMEWORK:

· Read 39-78 in Keck and Sikkink

· MIDTERM DUE HARD COPY NEXT CLASS
March 20

Spring Break – No class
March 27
THE ROLE OF POWER

Questions

· MIDTERM DUE
· What were the main points brought up in Keck and Sikkink’s examples. What were the “issues” why did some work and some didn’t. Content. Strategy.

· Bring up idea of POWER and discrimination as an imbalance of POWER (Intro to Lukes)
· Bring up the idea of information, how is information (not) transmitted

HOMEWORK:

· Read 79-120 in Keck and Sikkink
· Write questions for panel
April 3
CASE STUDIES: LOCAL ISSUES

Panel discussion: Discussing the concept of “outreach” and “message”: someone fighting for housing rights, someone working with indigenous issues, someone working for LGBT rights, someone working with refugees, someone working on civil rights

HOMEWORK:

· Utilizing Killer Waffle Irons or Luke’s, what were the similarities and differences in the “message” presented by the guest speakers? Who was the assumed audience? How did they react to each other? Did some think their issue was more important than others? What information was shared, what information was assumed? Why?

· Read Killer Waffle Irons

April 10
THE USES OF HUMAN RIGHTS RHETORIC

· Questions/Reviewing panel
· Mapping exercises
· Torture exercise

· Questions regarding final project

HOMEWORK:

· Reading: Ignatieff “The Stories we Tell” and Susan Sontag, “Regarding the Torture of Others”

April 17
THE ABUSES OF HUMAN RIGHTS RHETORIC

· Battle of Algiers
· Discuss spin

HOMEWORK:

· Keck and Sikkink 165-198

· bring an “issue” and an Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) (present in America) that works on that issue, explain how you found that NGO

April 24
THE SILENT HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

· Questions

· Mapping the “issues” that are used – drawing parallels. Who are the actors? Who is the watching the NGOs. How are they funded? What is their media strategy?
· Watch “The Mother’s of Srebrenica”
· Problematizing NGOs/civil society’s role in HR promotion – culture/neo-colonialism

· Going over HR abuses that are not heard about: 
HOMEWORK
· “At the Fields of Oppression” and “What the Hell is Civil Society”:

May 1

Presentation of Final Projects

May 8
Presentation of Final Projects

